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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A server computer comprising: 
a store arranged to store at least one computer file; 
a store arranged to store at least one digital signature; 

each computer file having an associated digital signature created using a signing 

key; 

a receiver arranged to receive a request from at least one other computer for 
access to at least one computer a comput e r file stored on said server computer; 
comput e r, said r e qu e st i nc l ud i ng a f ile name for th e r e qu e sted f ile , said f ile nam e not 
b ei ng d e r i v e d by ca l cu l at i on from cont e nt of the f ile ; 

means arranged to use said f ile nam e to retrieve said at least one requested 
computer file; 

means arranged to us e said f ile nam e to retrieve the digital signature or 
signatures associated with said at least one requested computer file; 

means arranged to validate the digital signature or signatures associated with 
said for said at least one requested computer file; and 
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means arranged to deny said other computer access to said at least one 
requested computer file if the digital signature or signatures associated with each 
respective requested a roquostod computer file is invalid. 

2. (Currently Amended) A server computer as in claim 1 further comprising: 
a store means arranged to store a list of approved computer file signing parties; 
each computer file signing party having at least one associated signing key with 

which to create digital signatures; and in which 

said means arranged to validate the digital signature associated each requested 
computer file invalidates said digital signature if said digital signature was created with a 
signing key not associated with an approved computer file signing party. 

3. (Previously Presented) A server computer as in claim 1 further comprising 
a clock, wherein each computer file stored on said server computer has an associated 
expiry date; such that: 

said means arranged to validate the digital signature or signatures associated 
with said at least one requested computer file invalidates said digital signature if the 
current clock date is later than the expiry date associated with that computer file. 

4. (Currently Amended) A server computer arranged to store at least one 
file, at least one digital signature, each computer file having an associated digital 
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signature created using a signing key, said server computer being arranged to perform 
the operation of: 

receiving a connection from another computer; 

receiving a request from said other computer for access to a computer file stored 
on said server computer; computer, sa i d r e qu e st i nc l ud i ng a f ile nam e for th e requ e st e d 
f il e, sa i d f ile nam e not b ei ng der i v e d by ca l cu l at i on from cont e nt of th e f ile ; 

retrieving us i ng said fi l o name to r o tr i ovo said requested computer file; 

retrieving us i ng sa i d fi l o nam e to r e tri e v e the digital signature or signatures 
associated with said at least one requested computer file; 

validating the digital signature or signatures associated with said at least one 
requested for said r e qu e st e d file; and 

denying said other computer access to said at least one requested computer file 
if the digital signature or signatures associated with said at least one reguested a 
r o quostod computer file is invalid and sa i d r e tr ie ved digit al s i gnatur e do not match . 

5. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a server computer 
comprising: 

receiving a request from at least one other computer for access to at least one 
computer a comput e r file stored on said server computer; comput e r, sa i d r e qu e st 
i nclud i ng a f ile nam e for th e r e qu e st e d f ile , sa i d f i l e name not b ei ng der i v e d by 
ca l cu l at i on from cont e nt of th e f ile ; 
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each said computer file having an associated unique digital signature created 
using a signing key, said signature being stored on said server computer; 

retrieving us i ng sa i d f il o namo to rotr io v o said at least one requested computer 

file; 

retrieving using said f il o namo to rotriovo the digital signature or signatures 
associated with said at least one requested computer file; and 

validating the unique digital signature or signatures associated with said at least 
one requested computer file; and 

providing said other computer with access to said at least one requested 
computer file only if the digital signature or signatures associated with said at least one 
requested computer file is valid. 

6. (Previously Presented) A computer program storage medium, said 
medium embodying computer readable code for loading into a computer and executable 
by said computer to perform the method of claim 5. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a computer system 
comprising at least one server computer, client computers and a network 
interconnecting them, said method comprising: 

storing files at a server computer, said files being associated w i th a with at least 
one respectively corresponding digital signature; 
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receiving at said server computer a request from a client computer for a file 
stored at the server computer; comput e r, said requ e st i nc l ud i ng a f il o name for th e 
roquostod f il o, sa i d filo name not b oi ng dor i v o d by ca l cu l ation from oont o nt of th o f i lo; 

in response to said received request, us i ng sa i d f ile nam e i n checking the validity 
at said server computer of the at least one digital signature corresponding to the 
requested f ile by r e tr i ev i ng the stored d i gital signature assoc i ated w i th th e r e quest e d 
file; and 

sending the requested file to the requesting client computer only if its associated 
at least one digital signature is found to be valid. 

8. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 7 wherein at least one digital 
signature associated at the server computer with a stored file has been created from the 
file by the server computer using a signing key. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for operating a server computer, said 
method comprising: 

storing files at the server computer in association with at least one w i th a 
respectively corresponding digital signature; 

receiving at said server computer a request from another computer for at least 
one of said stored files; f ile s, sa i d r e qu e st i nc l ud i ng a f i l o name for th e r e qu e st e d fi le , 
sa i d f ile nam e not b e ing d e r i v e d by ca l cu l at i on from cont e nt of th e f ile ; 
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sending the at least one requested file to said another computer only if the at 
least one stor e d digital signature associated with the requested file is found to b e valid. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 9 wherein at least one digital 
signature associated with a stored file has been created therefrom by the server 
computer using a signing key. 

Claims 11-15 (Canceled). 

16. (New) A server computer as in claim 1 wherein the received request 
includes a pathname for the requested file. 

17. (New) A server computer as in claim 4 wherein the received request 
includes a pathname for the requested file. 

18. (New) A method as in claim 5 wherein the received request includes a 
pathname for the requested file. 

19. (New) A method as in claim 7 wherein the received request includes a 
pathname for the requested file. 
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20. (New) A method as in claim 9 wherein the received request includes a 



pathname for the requested file. 



